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'The California black minister who 
, married James Earl Ray and Anna Sand- 
hu Ray said today he was told , the FBI 
was involved in the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King. 

Rev. James Lawson, pastor , of me 
Holman United Methddiso Ghurch, Los 

« js, alsodSOrtfirmedJthat;,he^villfSign 
■davit tO be usedrhy lawyer »%rk 
Lane in his efforts to o^airVja new tnal 
for Ray. 

fte said in a telephone intervfew from 
Log Angeles the affidavtt is on his desk 
but he has' not yet signal it, feut that he 
wUL 

«Mr. Lawson solid Rev. Joseph fcoWery, 
president of the S&ythern Christian Lea# 
ership Conference, >told him of a conver- 
sation that Mr. Lowery had with Rep. 
-Walter Fauntroy, chairman of the House 
Assassaslniatkm subcommittee 1 investi- 
gating the slaying of Dr. King. 

Ha*said Mr. Lowery/ told him that Mr. 
Fauntroy told him in 'early December 
1971 “that the FBI k#le#9 r - Kb?#” 
“Fauntroy did not s$y, ‘1 believe it,’ 


J/Jp^ t i]/rl7* 

or ‘I think it . . . bu 
conversation witlj Mr. 
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according to the 
Lowery, told him 
it was known in high circles in Washing- 
tons. . was common knowledge in cer- 
tain levels of Governn$ent,” Mr. Lawson 

m f . f . 

, He.sai(J Mr. Faui#oy did not give 
Mir, Lowery details df$e evidence* 

.litis apparently M Contrary to what 
Mr. iowery is saying sow. Wipe service 
import s yesterday quofed him as saying 
iw). Fauntroy never t#|d him FBI agents 
answering to J. Edgarilioover, late FBI 
director, killed Dr. King 

Mk Lawson also sSd he had talked 
with Bfcady Tyson, An aide to Andrew 
Young* '0. S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, About informati an Mr. Tyson’ al- 
" legediy, gave Daniel El sberg about die 
JKing assassination. 

Mr. Lawson said Ml. Tyson did not 
give him the same information but mere- 
ly confirmed that he ha4 given the infor- 
mation to Mr. EUsberg. Mr. Lawson said 
he ciled Mr. Tyson tof) confirm that he 
hied given information tc|Mr. EUsberg. 


He said Mr. Tyson told him that Mr. 
EUsberg was “a very honest men man of 
integrity, ^apparently supporting details 
of the EUsberg affidavit. 

Mr. Lawson said he thinks the Ells- 
berg affidavit is “very clear. 1 * He said 
Mr. EUsberg is not the kind of guy to 
Slnfuse theory with fafct. 1 * 

This ; wa$ a reference’ to Mr. Tyson's 
claim now ^hat he wa^'giving Mr. Ells- 
berg his thedry of the Ktog killing but 
was not giving 'him facts. 

Concerning the confusion and contra- 
dictory reports of the King assassination* 
Mr. Lawson asserted that “there is either 
a major fire or a major suppression of 
basic information goh|g on. 

"It's not Mark Lane's suppression, it’s 
not the black community l s suppression. 
It*s government agency . . /people in 
public life who are suppressing it” 

He said he assumes the motive for the 
“suppression” is that “they know James 
Earl Ray did not kill Dr. King and they 
don't want to let out the information.” 
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